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Abstract

The anatomical structure of the wood of 6 rongo rongo tablets has been studied. The tablets
concerned are the small tablet from the Peter the Great Museum of St Petersburg, the Mamari and
Aruku Kurenga tablets from the Museum of the Picpus Fathers in Rome, and the two tablets from
Santiago, Chile. All these objects, as well as the small tablet from Vienna, Austria, are carved in the
wood of a tree that was formely considered as sacred in East Polynesia. This wood had exceptional
gualities, and was especially prized in the Gambier Islands for carving depictions of divinities. The
nature of the wood used for making these Kau rongo rongo, as well as the C14 dating of the small
St Petersburg tablet, enable us to put forward some hypotheses about the antiquity of these objects.
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Resumen

Se estudio la estructura anatomica de la madera de seis tablillas rongo rongo. Las tablillas
son la tablilla menor del Museo Pedro el Grande de San Petersburgo, las tablillas Mamari y Aruku
Kurenga del Museo de los Padres de Picpus en Roma, y las dos tablillas de Santiago, Chile. Todos
estos objetos, asi como la tablilla menor de Viena, Austria, estan talladas en la madera de un arbol
gue fue considerada sagrada en Polinesia Oriental. Esta madera tenia cualidades excepcionales, y
era especialmente valorada en las Islas Gambier para tallar imagenes de divinidades. La naturaleza
de la madera usada para hacer estos Kohau rongo rongo, asi como las fechas C14 de la tablilla
menor de San Petersburgo, nos permiten adelantar algunas hipotesis sobre la antigiedad de esos
objetos.
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