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Abstract

If we consider colonialism to be a phenomenon that consists of the political, social, economic
and cultural domination of a territory and its people by foreign power for a prolonged period of time
( C.P.Kottak, "Una exploracion de la diversidad humana" , Mc Graw Hill, 1999, p.74 ), then we can
appreciate the process of domination that occurred on Easter Island most notably from the end of
the 19th century until today.

Even so, there are authors who speak of an internal colonialism in order to emphasize "the
existence of groups within a state, exploited economically and culturally repressed”, as is the case
of Gabriel Salazar (Salazar, 1999:137), and to transpose an international concept into a national
context, as done so by Gonzalez Casanova, so as to better understand the relationship between
ethnicity and the nation-state. Fully compehending what we mean by internal colonialism is essential,
since it is the term that best describes the phenomenon we propose to investigate.

Our goal here is to focus on the period of colonization that was experienced on Easter Island from
1888 until 1966, by using oral testimonies of the Rapa Nui people through a qualitative methodology
that emphasizes emic so as to better capture native visions.
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Resumen

Si entendemos por colonialismo aquel fendmeno consistente "...en el dominio politico, social,
economico y cultural de un territorio y de sus gentes por una potencia extranjera durante un periodo
prolongado.” ( C.P.Kottak , " Una exploracion de la diversidad humana ", Mc Graw Hill , 1999, p. 74
), podremos comprender el proceso de dominio que se dio en Isla de Pascua desde fines del siglo
XIX hasta hoy en dia en forma més soslayada. Aun asi, hay autores que hablan de colonialismo
interno para dar cuenta de "...la existencia de pueblos dentro de un estado, econdmica explotados
y culturalmente reprimidos" en el caso de Gabriel Salazar (Salazar, 1999:137) y de situar el problema
desde un punto de vista internacional al de nacional que aporta Gonzalez Casanova, para explicar
la relacidn entre étnia y estado-nacion, relacion necesaria para aproximarnos al concepto de
colonialismo interno que es el término mas adecuado para abordar nuestra investigacion.
Nuestro propdsito aqui es hablar del periodo de colonizacion que se vio en Isla de Pascua desde
1888 hasta 1966, contrastandolo con testimonios orales de rapanui y utilizando la metodologia
cualitativa con un enfoque emic que consiste en rescatar la vision de los nativos.
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